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I was raised as a Muslim, and this was motivated by the fact that I grew up in Saudi Arabia; the geographical cradle of Islam. In Saudi Arabia, Islam accords the government and other institutions legitimacy and hence, the dominance of this religion over others is magnificent. I was introduced to the concepts of religion and God at a very tender age. However, the ideas of God and religion are not well exposed to the new converts, and no one is allowed to question their existence. I was therefore required to abide by the norms of the society and blindly follow Islam. All believers acknowledge that the values of Islam are embedded in culture, and this is one way of teaching ethics and morality.
My family members especially my father were staunch Muslims, and at the age of seven, he taught me the ethics and the fundamentals of the religion. Prayer is one of the primary practices embraced by Muslims and hence, my father taught me how to pray on a daily basis. Through prayer, I experienced a very close connection to God and the religion. Learners are also taught religion in school, and this was the same case for me, and when I was in my fourth grade, I started taking Islamic studies. My study of this religion involved five classes each teaching a different concept. The classes that I took included; Monotheism, Jurisprudence, Hadith which discuss the teaching of the prophet and Quran study class. All the concepts at this level were fundamental and were used as a foundation for more intensive and extensive aspects of the religion which were taught at later stages. At that time, all the learners in schools based in Saudi Arabia were required to attend these classes, and this was a core part of the curriculum.
I later graduated from high school, and my zeal to learn about other religions grew. In this case, I wanted to gain more knowledge on other religions such as Christianity, Buddhism, and Judaism since such an opportunity was not provided in school. The internet acted as a primary source of knowledge in concern to other religions, and with time, I was able to appreciate religious diversity. I was also intrigued by many online debates concerning diverse religions and on watching them; I indented to learn the facts about each one of them. Also, I was fascinated by some critical monotheistic believes and hence, I wanted to decipher the facts. I had a wide array of questions like, why people of certain ethnicities embrace specific religions, why the Muslims believe they are descendants of Ibrahim, whether other believers had prophets, and how other believers socialize with their supreme deities. With time, my curiosity concerning different religions faded and I started focusing more on my college education and life. I believed in Muslim as a religion and its norms, but I never practiced it permanently.
My zeal to receive quality education prompted me to leave my country and started schooling at the ---------university. The higher learning curriculum exposed me to the diversity of religion, and this was made possible through theological classes. This exposure triggered my religious curiosity in a great deal. Through curiosity, I started learning Christians' perspectives and specifically their views on Jesus, God, and history. I also learned the history of religions especially those practiced in the Middle East. I understood the perspectives of different people towards God and gained more profound insights on different religions. Through the theological classes, it became apparent that people who suffered historically ventured into religion as the institution for receiving solace. The deeper understanding of religion also enabled me to appreciate and understand the existence of miracles. Currently, I am in a position to criticize and value different aspects of religion especially when used negatively for example in supporting propaganda or a fallacy and also as a tool for controlling people and institutions. Throughout my course, I intend to entirely understand the objectivity of religion and how people can avoid using it subjectively.
